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PREFACE

The Mandalabrahmanopanisad professedly belongs to
one of the $3akhas of the Sukla-Yajur-veda and treats of
what is called Rija-Yoga, that method of attaining a direct
knowledge of Brahman whose process consists in the psycho-
logical development of mind by concentration and meditation
upon certain aspects of the Supreme Entity in man at their
respective centres of manifestation. Along with the text is
given a sort of commentary treating of the same subject in
the same order, sometimes repeating the original verbatim
and at other times adding some explanatory matter, and said
to have been written by Sri Sankardcarya. In ome of the
MSS. the colophon at the end of the first section of the
so-called Bhagya runs as follows :—

g stagm=gEaaReatnfy Aefueamar saassw a@Ea

Similar colophons giving the name of the same author are
found with necessary changes at the end of several other
sections of the Raja-Yoga-Bhasya. In other MSS. Sri
§af1kar§carya is mentioned in the colophons as the author
of the commentary. But the Raja-Yoga-Bhasya so differs
in its style and language from his genuine bhasyas on the
Upanisadas, the Sariraka-Sutras and the Bhagavadgita and
the philosophy embodied in the Ra3ja-Yoga-Biasya so
differs in some important details from that taught in the
bhasyas referred to, that it is hard to belive that he is
really the author of the Raja-Yoga-Bhagya. It is more
likely that the other person mentioned as a disciple of
Sadanandavadhita has written the commentary.

Though this Upanisad cannot be allowed to occupy the
same rank in the Vedic literature as some other Upanigads
which are often referred to by Sri Sarkaracarya and other
eminent writers on Vedantic philosophy in their genuine works,
the teaching therein embodied is not the less authoritative on
that account. As ftradition has it, a full knowledge of
such practices as are taught in the Upanisad is as a rule
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imparted by a Guru to his disciple orally and by means of
secret initiations and is hardly ever committed to writing,
It is only in extreme cases that such occult teachings are
allowed to see the light of the day. They are, moreover, not
easy of verification by ordinary methods of investigation.
Under these circumstances one would mnaturally hesitate to
subject writings embodying mystic teachings of this class
to ordinary canons of criticism. It is often ina most incomplete
form that such teachings are published and committed to
writing; and as they pass from hand to hand among the
uninitiated, they are often distorted beyond recognition. Thus
the MSS.of the Upanisad and the Bhagya abound in errors
of various kinds. The present edition, prepared from a careful
collationof several MSS., is tolerably correct.

26/8/99. A. M.



PREFACE TO THIRD REVISED EDITION

The Manpdalabrahmanopanisad relates to one of the Sakhas
of the Sukla Yajurveda and deals with Rdjayoga. Adhdra, Svadhis-
thana, Mapipira, An@hata, Visuddhi, Ajii and Sahasrara are the
seven cakras (stages) through which one, well initiated and
trained in yoga, is supposed to concentrate one’s attention on
the Brahman for worship. Variety of yoga is depicted in
the S#utra and Bhasya stages. As stated in the Bhagavadgita-
“q H@Ag WEar qwr 92 grrad 1 7 (4-2) interest in yogic occultism
is fast dwindling. But the Oriental Research Institute is there
to protect the ancient lore from being lost of. Hence the third
revised edition of this work.

The Upanisad has a commentary called Rajayogabhasya,
attributed to Adi-Sankaracarya. As stated by the esteemed
Editor Sri A. Mahadeva Sastri in the Preface to the II Edition,
the authorship of this work should have to be attributed to one
Sadanandavadhiita and not to the famous S$ri Sarikardcarya
whatever the tradition is. The colophon in one of the manu-
scripts supports the guess. The practice attributing everything
philosophical to Sri Sankara and everything literary to Kalidasa
has come down from time immemorial. The style of this work
betrays the myth.

The commentary, Rajayogabhasya is an elaborate one but
does not explain the text word by word. It deals with all the
principles of Yogasastra and clearly exposits the fundamentals
of Rajayoga. As a concise compendium of the cult, this book
will help the votaries that will always continue to practice yoga
in our pious motherland.

Vidwan Shri N. S. Venkatanathacharya, Senior Research
Assistant, Oriental Research Institute, Mysore, has taken great
pains in bringing out this revised edition.

The text of the two earlier editions of this work was of
confusing nature in some places due to incorrect readings. This
defect has been completely remedied in the present edition
by carefully selecting suitable readings from a few
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more manuscripts of the work acquired for the Library of

this Institute. The technicalities of the subject have been kept
in view while selecting the readings.

Another important featurg of the present edition is that it
contains the Yogataravli of $ri Sankaricarya, which lucidly des—
cribes Amanaskayoga which closely agrees with the Rajayoga,
within simple paraphrase.

Carefully considering the gist of this S@stra, more reliable
readings have been selected from among several versions and
suitable critical notes wherever necessary have also been given.
The critical acumen shown in the Introduction in kannada and
Sanskrit by the author as also several useful appendixes to the
workhave enhanced the value of this important edition.

Thus, the present revised edition of Mandalabrahmanopani-
sad has many important feature and therefore, we believe that
it will be of more use to the scholars.

Oriental Research Institute G. MARULASIDDAIAH
Mysore. Director
4th July 1970
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